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of Cuman na-mBan, and a crowd of sympathizers on
their way to visit the grave of some Irish hero of the
past. There were few uniforms, though Padraic
Pearse, their leader, was in full uniform. When it
was over, thinking with admiration of all the gifted
people in those ranks, I said with relief to Eva, ' Well,
thank goodness, they simply can't be planning a rising
now, not with such a tiny force/ I had become sadly
accustomed to the tramp of endless troops through
London on the way to the Front. But I did not
adequately realize, as Connolly and the others did,
the power that an intrepid failure has to rouse Ireland.
I forgot the reality behind the words, ' We have our
dead/ Constance, knowing how opposed her sister
was to violence, said nothing, wanting to spare her
anxiety as long as possible. So it was that the news
of Easter Week came as a terrible shock.
To go back a little in the history of the modern move-
ment, I should record the founding of the ' Inghean
A na h-Eireann' [Daughters of Ireland], a patriotic body
of women, by Maud Gonne and Helana Molony, in 1900.
A paper ' Bean na h-Eireann ' was written and printed
on a hand-press by a group of women about the same
date. In 1908 the Irish Women's Franchise League
was started by Hanna Sheehy Skeffington and others.
Then in 1909, as I have said, came Fianna Na h-
Eireann.
The Ulster Volunteers were formed in 1913 to oppose
by force the Home Rule measure then before the House
of Commons. Support and immunity were promised
to them by certain English Cabinet Ministers. In
consequence of this, Professor Eoin MacNeill published
articles in the Gaelic League weekly journal, urging the
formation of Nationalist Volunteers. If force was to be
used in Ulster against Home Rule, why not by Nation-
alists in support of it? So in November 1913 the